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14 April 1859

Holland, Michigan

It was reported in De Hollander that the John van Vleck family left Holland due to his
health problems. Rev. Giles van de Wall had arrived and Rev. Philip Phelps arrived from
New York to serve as headmaster of the academy. After comments about the crops, it
was noted that Dr. A. C. Van Raalte had returned from Pella, Iowa, in good health and
preached twice to his congregation.

In Dutch; translation by Dr. Henry ten Hoor.

Original in the collection of the Holland Historical Trust, Joint Archives of Holland, at
Hope College.

The Hollander

April 14, 1859

Monday morning the Rev. J. van Vleck and his family departed
in order to recover from a long standing threat to his health.
The Reverend already had been replaced

minister for the

American settlers by the Rev. G. van de Wall, and as Headmaster
at the Holland academy by the Rev. Philips, minister of the
Dutch Reformed Church of Younkers, New York. It is our hope
that the coming and going of these men may be a general blessing.
This past week Mr. H. Walsh returned from a business trip.
As we were told, he is expecting at least 5 tons (10,000 pounds)
of goods and wares by "Commencement."
There is general agreement among the farmers of this Colony
that the wheat crop has come through the winter safely and
promises a good harvest. The fruit trees also are in full bud.
It is too bad that in our midst we grieve over the damage to
the fruit trees. Last week, on Wednesday morning, Mr. H. Smit
of South Holland found 23 beautiful fruit trees with the bark
girdled, whereupon very likely death will follow. Should the
doer of this deed be found, the law will come down upon him.
We are sorry to publish such news.
On Wednesday of last week we had the pleasure to welcome
home from Pella our popular minister, Dr. A.C.van Raalte, in
1.5
good health. Last Sunday the reverend preached twicefor the
joyful congregation, as is usual.
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